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Activist Agnes Chow says she will never return to Hong Kong

Agnes Chow(J&i£), a prominent pro-democracy Hong Kong activist announced on her Instagram that
she is jumping bail and now in Canada, and will probably never return to Hong Kong. Chow updated her
Instagram account on December 3t4, her 27th birthday. She has not spoken publicly since she was released
from prison in June, 2021.

She revealed that she had left Hong Kong for Toronto to study in September. She got permission to
pursue a master's degree there, on condition that she returned to Hong Kong to periodically report to the
security police. Chow said, “I was originally scheduled to return to Hong Kong in December, but I have
decided not to go back.”

Chow told the BBC that she had already bought an air ticket to Hong Kong the month before, but
fears of getting arrested or not being allowed to return to Canada began to take hold. She said she is
considering applying for asylum in Canada.

"In the last three years, Hong Kong has become a place full of fear. Every part of my daily life was
fully controlled by the authorities. Every three months, I was ordered to report to police about my
income, work, family and personal relationships. 1 was under surveillance, and afraid of being

rearrested all the time,” she said. Chow said she was suffering from (Dmental health issues due to the

pressures and restrictions that have been imposed on her while she was awaiting trial for national security
charges. The pressures from Chinese authorities led to her developing depression, anxiety, and post-
traumatic stress disorder. She also had difficulty finding a job, and even with routine activities like

opening a bank account.
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Q1 Who is Agnes Chow?

Q2 How long has she been silent on Instagram?

Q3 What is she going to do in Canada? And what is she considering applying for?

Q4 Why did she decide not to go back to Hong Kong?

Q5 TIUAARIABHIEET 2R, (DEDLK LWOMEET, QOMZERICHET I2ERELED D T L7220,

Q6 THOIKODWTFHFLLHMHLEL x 9,

Q7 What kind of problems did she have in her daily lives?
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Chow said she decided to study in Toronto and was accepted by the national security authorities,
which demanded that she submit information about the course, timetable, accommodation and other
records, and asked her to write a “repentance letter” to apologize for her past political activities, and to
promise that she would never contact anyone from her political group again.

@ In July, authorities made another request. Chow was required to go on @a tour in ShenzhenG%EJI),

the city in mainland China bordering Hong Kong, accompanied by five national security police officers.
She agreed, feeling she had “no right to refuse”. In mid-August, she was taken to the patriotic exhibitions,
and to the headquarters of the tech company Tencent. She was shown an exhibition of China's
achievements since the reform and opening up of the country in the late 1970s.

At the Tencent company, she was asked to pose for photographs which made her appear patriotic and
loyal to Beijing government. After coming back from the tour, she got her passport back, and was allowed
to go to Canada, on condition that she comes back to Hong Kong during college holidays. And she was
asked to write a thank-you letter to Hong Kong police for arranging the trip for her.

"I want the world to hear the story of how Hong Kong police are (3abusing their power," she said.

Chow expressed (Ddespair about the state of democracy in Hong Kong: "I feel there is no pro-democracy
movement. It has been trampled by the police. There is no room for anyone to do or say anything."
@ “After careful consideration, including the situation in Hong Kong, my own safety, my physical and

mental health, I decided not to return, and will probably never return for the rest of my life.”
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Q8 Before studying in Canada, what kind of information did she have to submit?

Q9 TIARZXAIR, ERLEEYFOMATO)EALTFREE LN, OMENRIELNT LD,
Q10 Regarding a tour in Shen Zhen,

(1) Who accompanied her?

(2) What were the two main purposes of the tour?

(3) What kind of photos were taken there?

Q11 How is Hong Kong police abusing their power?

Q12 TH@DIZOWT : T/ AR I AR, ek L CTHEEZE L CnwE 32, BEAMICHELEL X 5,
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HK activist says desire for freedom led her to flee
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Asked if she feared repercussions for her family in Hong Kong, she stressed that she had made the
decision to jump bail by herself, and would not comment further for reasons of "security". Chow added
that she is concerned about the presence of "secret police" in Toronto and the possibility of her being
deported. Human rights groups have accused China of running undeclared "police service
stations" abroad, but Beijing has denied these claims.

“T have felt for years how precious 3freedom from fear is. I finally don’t have to worry about being

arrested anymore and can say what I want to do.”

In response to Chow’s post, the Hong Kong national security department released a statement on
Monday(December 4th) morning, although it did not name her. “The police strongly condemn these
irresponsible behaviors that blatantly challenge law and order. Police urge her to immediately turn back
before it is too late and not to choose a path of no return. Otherwise, she will bear the stigma of ‘fugitive’
for the rest of her life,” the police said in a statement.
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Q13 When she was asked about her family, what did she say?

Q14 What is she still afraid of in Canada?

Q15 THEICODWTEHLCHHALEL & 9,

Q16 According to Hong Kong national security department, why is Agnes irresponsible?



Who is Agnes Chow?

Chow was one of the leaders of the Umbrella Movement. Young people in Hong Kong called for
democratic elections in 2014. The movement is so named because protestors opened umbrellas to shield
themselves from the police's pepper spray and tear gas.

Chow became well known in Japan at that time, as she posted some of her messages on social media
in fluent Japanese. Chow ran Hong Kong pro-democracy party “Demosisto” with fellow activist Joshua
Wong. She was one of the leaders of large-scale anti-government protests held in 2012, 2014 and 2019,
and protested against Beijing’s authoritarian rule in Hong Kong.

Chow was also among a group of nine people arrested in 2020, including media tycoon Jimmy Lai, on
suspicion of “colluding with foreign forces” under the controversial Hong Kong National Security Law.
She was released on bail in 2021 under conditions including regular reporting to police and the surrender
of her passport.

Chow has been nicknamed “the Goddess of Democracy” for her role in the fight against Hong Kong’s
national security law. She has stood out not just for her bravery, but for her linguistic talent. She speaks

fluent Cantonese, English, and Japanese. She says she taught herself Japanese by watching anime.
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Ql TZ7ARIADBTLER-oTRI LEZRFLESOLFHIZ2EZXEL & 9,

Q2 ZDAHNE, LIhbkE LD,

Q3 Why is Agnes Chow well known in Japanese media?

Q4 20204FiIC, (DT 7 A ASADBEMIN-BEE., QEKLZFEFR #kEHLIL XS,

Q5 What is her nickname?

Q6 How did she learn Japanese?

Q7 What are the advantages of democracy? Please write your opinion.
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Agnes Chow breaks her silence—NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS
(7 minutes/English)



https://unseen-japan.com/recommends/speak-japanese

K RO % 3M EFHA T, BHELEL X 5,
1. “T am jumping bail and now in Canada, and I have decided never to go back to Hong Kong,” a prominent

pro-democracy Hong Kong activist Agnes Chow announced on Instagram.

2. The national security authorities demanded she submit information about the course, timetable,

accommodation and other records.

3. “I have felt for years how precious freedom from fear is. Finally, I don’t have to worry about being

arrested anymore and can say what I want to do.”

4. “Police urge her to immediately turn back. Otherwise, she will bear the stigma of ‘fugitive’ for the rest

of her life.”
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